Minutes of SFTC meeting  13th October 2001 at Chacksfield House, Leicester

Present:

Mike Proctor 

Chris Moynihan

Chris Bishop

Peter Allen

Mark Easey (BARCS)

Nick Evans (F3JUK)

Terry Stuckey (BEFA)

Robin Sleight

Not present: Colin Lucas

1. Present as observer: Kevin Beale

2. Apologies for absence:

None received
2.  Minutes of last meeting 30th June
Accuracy: 5.c amend to ‘CM to discuss with Team Managers the possibility of assisting with team funding after receiving a full account of expenditure. 
3. Matters Arising

4.3 CIAM decision on towing – TS had discussions with Thomas Bartovsky at the recent E/C on this subject.

5.h CIAM attendance – CB had discussed with NN and a nominee from the SFTC will attend the next CIAM meeting.

5.c Capital Expenditure forecasts – CM reported that no forecasts had yet been received.

9.1 Adverts for team managers have been placed

a. 9.2 BMFA insurance- position still waiting clarification.

b. 4.  Officers Reports

c. Chairman’s Report (including Council Delegate)

BMFA offices refurbished

Graham Lynn now Chief Executive

Seeking to appoint full time flying fields officer (Roger Bellingham now part time)

BMFA membership rising (nearly 32,000 in September)

· 2 British records ratified – British Slope Soaring Duration

· R/C Electric Duration

Cath Watson appointed as Vice Chairman

Nick Neve recommended for fellowship

List of annual awards required – subject to be placed on March meeting agenda

d. Secretary

Nothing to report

e. Treasurer

Expenditure approved for up to £400 for frequency monitor purchase and upgrade

League organisers to submit end of year accounts.

f. Safety 

CB has been receiving details of insurance claims – nothing significant to report

League organisers need to ensure first aid is available at competitions.

e.    PRO   -  no report

f. BEFA Rep -  membership down but still in 400s. Problem with fly in at Middle Wallop. Technical Workshop scheduled for 11th November

g. CIAM  - no report.

h. BARCS Rep  - AGM on 2nd December at Leicester with Trade Fair

i. Membership just under 400 which is slightly down on last year.

League program extended until end October.

j. F3JUK Rep- Points arising from committee meetings:

                           Continuity of team managers

                           Team building exercises during winter months

                           Tethered stakes

                           League should be run to FAI  F3J rules

                           League should be run on a series of 1 day events

                           League comps should have a 6 man fly off.

                           Bonus points added to league scores for fly off positions.

k. League Organisers

                                   F3B – All league events completed

                                              Current winch testing equipment to be evaluated in order            

                                              to check whether it can be used for the 2002 rules. 

                                   F3J –  6 events held – last had 23 entries at Pontefract.

                                             1st Mike Raybone, 2nd Simon Jackson, 3rd Neil Jones

                                   F3F-  Only 2 events held because of F&M..

                                   F5B-  4 events held (2 at Nationals) – hoping to organise 1 more

                                   F5D-  No participation

l. Vote of thanks to all league organisers. CB to write a letter of thanks to all co-ordinators.

m. Achievement scheme – Kevin Beale reported slope/electric/thermal schemes all in place.  Vote of thanks to KB and his team for developing these schemes.

5. Nationals 2002 debrief

Vote of thanks to MP for his efforts in organising the nationals.

2 or 3 models landed outside the airfield but no problems experience with the local farmers.

Field layout – correct location of events but more maps and signs needed to assist competitors and spectators.

Income and expenditure still to be finalised but should show a surplus.

Transmitter checking – extra monitor purchased with new frequencies but the need is now for a method of checking transmitter scatter.

PA to bring the High Wycombe club checker to S Midland competition at Oxford to see if it is suitable for this process.

Showers and toilets still very poor, many complaints received. This is unacceptable for a prestige event and there is an urgent need to improve matters.

6. Nationals Planning 2002

24th-26th August 2002. Spittlegate again requested

7. Frequency splits between events needs to be examined carefully.

8. Rule Change Proposals

9. a. F3J rule changes proposed by Paul Jarvis last year but which were too late to put to CIAM last year should be put forward again this year.
5.6.11.1 b. Proposal from Nick Neve regarding scoring:

5.6.11.2 – proposal agreed

5.6.11.4 – After discussion it was agreed that all 4 fly off rounds should count but should not be added to the qualifying rounds. A dropped round score should continue to be applied to the qualifying rounds.

Voting: 7 in favour, 0 against, 1 abstention

CB to speak to NN to explain the reasons for this decision.

c. Proposal from PA regarding F3J soaring league guidelines:

7.9.1.1.1(a) – accepted as proposed

7.9.1.1.1(b) – accepted as proposed

7.9.1.1.3(b) – amended to increase the minimum number of competitors to 20

7.9.11.5.(d) – amended to read ‘Six or more league events shall be scheduled with a single reserve date etc’.

g. Proposal from PA regarding UK Variations on Class F3J

These proposals were accepted as written on the agenda

There were a number of further proposals from various sources for changes to the F3J towing rules. It was decided unanimously that all these proposals would be held in abeyance until after the 2002 CIAM meeting.

The 2002 F3J league will use whatever towing methods are agreed at that meeting.

8.  League Organisation 2002
League organisers for 2002:

F5B – Mike Proctor

F3B – Clive Needham

F3F – Alex McMeekin/Mike Shellim

F5D – No volunteers

F3J – 3 bids to run this league had been received from:

Team Norf & Sarf

BARCS

A joint BARCS/F3JUK bid

NE clarified that the Team Norf & Sarf bid did not have the backing of F3JUK

ME clarified that the BARCS bid was a fall back position if the joint BARCS/F3JUK bid should be rejected.

It was therefore agreed to discuss the joint bid from the two specialist bodies in detail and, if this bid were accepted, the other bids would automatically fail.

After extended discussion a number of amendments were made to the original document and agreed by the two specialist bodies. A copy of the amended document is attached to these minutes.

MP proposed accepting the revised bid – seconded by TS

Voting  7 in favour, 0 against, 1 abstention.

CB to write to the other bidders in order to inform them of the decision.

9. AOB – None

10.  Date & Venue of next meeting

 Saturday 1st December 10.00am at BMFA offices Leicester.

This will be the first meeting following the elections and will follow the usual set agenda. A copy of this agenda will be circulated to all candidates.    

